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Tabes und Psychose, eine klinisciie Studie. Von Dr. R. Cassirer. S. 
Karger, Berlin, 1903. 

In this little book Cassirer discusses the relation of tabes to mental dis¬ 
eases. He has little to say regarding the alteration of the lateral columns 
or of the combined alteration of the lateral and posterior columns, occur¬ 
ring in paretic dementia; but confines his attention to the changes in the, 
posterior columns, and endeavors to decide whether these are of the same 
character as those occurring in tabes dorsalis. He discusses the relation of 
ordinary tabes to the paretic dementia with alteration of the posterior col¬ 
umns, and to others forms of paretic dementia. Cassirer does not accept 
willingly the opinion that exhaustion is a cause of tabes and of paretic 
dementia. Syphilis is a cause of both, but it should not be argued from 
this that these two diseases are identical. The course of tabes is unlike 
that of paresis; very acute commencement and rapid progress are very 
rare in tabes, as are also repeated remissions, and all these are important 
distinctions, according to Cassirer. He shows by quotations from the 
literature how the views regarding the identity of tabes and paresis are at 
variance, and concludes that we shall act wisely if we look upon these 
diseases as distinct from one another. The remainder of the book is de¬ 
voted to the occurrence of mental diseases in association with tabes. Para¬ 
noia rarely is found in a person with tabes, but then paranoia in a nar¬ 
row sense, is an uncommon disease. Cassirer is unwilling to recog¬ 
nize a form of mental disease peculiar to tabes, but attempts to classify 
the symptoms under well recognized types. He believes it is cer¬ 
tain that tabes may be associated with severe acute forms of psychoses that 
are not to be considered paretic dementia. Spiller. 

Die Physiologie und Pathologie der Coordination, Eine Analyse der 
Bewegungstorungen bei der Erkrankungen des Centralnervensys- 
tems und Ihre rationelle Therapie. Von Dr. Otfrid Foerster, As¬ 
sistant der psychiatrischen klinik der Universitat, Breslau. Gustav 
Fischer, Jena, 7 marks. 

In view of the large amount of attention that has been given to the 
subject of muscular incoordination, and more particularly to its application 
in the diagnosis of tabes and the rational therapy by means of the Frenkel 
exercises. Dr. Foerster’s work will prove both of absorbing interest to those 
who would seek more light on the subject of ataxia, and of practical im¬ 
portance to those who are trying to follow out the fundamental principles 
of the Frenkel methods. 

Under two separate portions the author discusses the physiology and 
pathology of motor coordination, and its application to the defects as found 
in locomotor ataxia, over two-thirds of the entire book being taken up 
with this latter subject. 

The author develops his physiological features by a complete discussion 
of muscular antagonistic and synergistic groups, the relative capacity and 
use of each set determining the result according to a mentally required ef¬ 
fect. The amount of control or coordination means, according to Foerster, 
the correct choice of the necessary amount of innervation. The paths of 
impulses, the sensory and motor and muscular theories of incoordination, 
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are thoroughly discussed, and the relationships of the different nervous 
segments to acts of muscular control are ably presented. 

As intimated, the greatest volume of the work is given over to the 
discussion of the disturbances of coordination as seen in tabes, in which 
full references are made to the rationale of the Frenkel modes of therapy. 

The work is an interesting one, and will unquestionably prove of value 
to the student of nervous pathology. Jelliffe. 

Die Mitbeweguncen bei Gesunden, Nerven- und Geisteskranken. Von 

Dr. Otfrid Foerster. Gustav Fischer, Jena, 1.50 marks. 

This is a second contribution of the authors on the physiology and 
pathology of coordination, a subject which he has covered so well 
from another standpoint in his “Physiologie und Pathologie der Coordina¬ 
tion.” 

In this study of associated movements, made at the Salpetriere, the 
Breslau Poliklinik, and the Breslau Insane Asylum, he discusses first asso¬ 
ciated movements under physiological conditions. He then takes up their 
study in peripheral paralyses; diseases of the pyramidal tract. Associated 
movement alterations in tabes, in chorea, in paresis, alcoholism, idiocy and 
psychoses associated with motor restlessness. His final chapter considers 
the theory of associated movements. 

The study is presented in 53 pages and is well worth the considera¬ 
tion of the neurologist. Jelliffe. 

Life in Mind and Conduct: Studies of Organic in Human Nature. 

By Henry Maudsley, M.D. The Macmillan Company. New York 

and London. 

The earlier writings of this writer have always pleased and enthralled 
the reader, from their beauty of form and expression, their philosophic 
grasp and their intellectual stimulation. Dr. Maudsley has here given an¬ 
other real treat. 

It has been an unfortunate trend of mind of most philosophers to become 
captious and critical, fault-finding and unsympathetic as they advance in 
years, and the plaint for the honesty and sobriety, the good sense and the 
wisdom of the days long gone by has ever constituted a tell-tale symptom 
of advancing age. We are glad, in the first place, to miss this narrow point 
of view in the mature work of our author, and. whereas there is no lack of 
the critical finger warning us of the follies and foibles of the age, there is 
to be found a larger and wider philosophic pointing out of the essentially 
onward evolutionary value in these many inconsistencies. 

Kipling has confessed his borrowings, indicating Homer as a “fellow 
criminal,” and it is not strange that Maudsley should introduce this discus¬ 
sion, with a humorous apologia of the extreme antiquity of all things, not 
excluding human speculations on the universe and on human nature. “As 
mankind did not first to begin to think in ancient Greece, nor first discov¬ 
er their moral principles in Palestine, the vulgar belief of so late an intel¬ 
lectual and moral beginning simply proves on what sure and blind a faith 
the thought of people can rest, circumscribed within their special epochs, and 
be counted new because new to them.” How unnecessary much teaching 
and argument would become, stifled if this, truism almost, would be appre¬ 
ciated by the world at large in little as well as in big things. V e fondly 
believe that even many modern medical journals, supposedly new and 
“ethical,” would never have been started if their fatuous founders had 
dipped into the records of the past. 

In thirteen chapters Dr. Maudsley rounds up, as it were, the general 
philosophy of human nature, considering such features as Life and Mind, 



